
 
Published and despatched by democracy@southkesteven.gov.uk on Tuesday 25 January 2022  

 01476 406080 
Karen Bradford, Chief Executive 

www.southkesteven.gov.uk  
 

 

     

 
 

Thursday, 27 January 2022 at 1.00 pm 
The Meres Leisure Centre, Trent Road, Grantham,  

NG31 7XQ  
 

 

Agenda Supplement 
 

 12 (c)  Notice of Motion - Councillor Sue Woolley  (Pages 3 - 4) 

  A proposed amendment to this Motion from Councillor 

Richard Cleaver is attached. 
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Full Council – 27 January 2022 

 

Agenda item 12(c) – Motion from Councillor Sue Woolley 

 

Proposed amendment from Councillor Richard Cleaver 

 

Original Motion from Cllr Sue Woolley 

 

This Council is determined to reduce its carbon footprint at every opportunity and will  
also support efforts made by others to do the same. However, the drive for 
renewable energy can have unintended consequences particularly when agricultural 
land is taken out of food production to site such schemes. 
 
Any large-scale application for solar must be balanced against the need to produce  
more of our own food within our country and South Kesteven’s land is some of the 
most fertile in the UK. There is no point importing food with the carbon footprint it 
creates when we can grow it here sustainably. South Kesteven is at the heart of UK 
food production and we should not throw that away lightly. 
 
I would therefore ask this Council to agree with me that our communities need to be  
made aware of all the information regarding renewable energy and any consultation  
exercises should be advertised as widely as possible. 
 
I would also ask the Council to take into account the loss of valuable food producing  
land when making any decisions regarding renewable energy. 
 

Proposed Amendment 

Delete second sentence and insert “This Council reaffirms the policies relating to 

Renewable Energy as set out in Appendix 3 of the SK Local Plan 2011 – 2036 noting 

particularly the requirements set out in Solar Energy Criterion 9 relating to the use of 

agricultural land” 

Delete third, fourth, & fifth sentences and insert “The Council affirms that these 

requirements must be balanced against the need to produce more of our own 

electricity using renewables and reduce the use of imported fossil fuels for electricity 

generation” 

Delete sixth sentence and insert “The Council acknowledges the importance of 

impartial, balanced, honest, and evidence-based debate regarding renewable energy 

developments and will seek to ensure that communities are made aware of all the 

information regarding renewable energy.  The Council will also seek to ensure that 

any consultations or community engagement exercises regarding proposed 

developments are advertised as widely as possible.” 

Delete seventh sentence and insert “Furthermore, the Council acknowledges the 

fears of residents who are concerned by the possibility of suffering financially (for 

example through a reduction in the value of their property) as the result of any such 

developments and notes that there is currently no statutory right to compensation 

where such losses can be proven to have occurred. The Council therefore resolves 

to write to the Secretary of State to ask that the relevant legislation be amended to 

provide such a statutory right” 
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Amended substantive motion would therefore read: 

This Council is determined to reduce its carbon footprint at every opportunity and will  
also support efforts made by others to do the same. 

This Council reaffirms the policies relating to Renewable Energy as set out in 

Appendix 3 of the SK Local Plan 2011 – 2036 noting particularly the requirements 

set out in Solar Energy Criterion 9 relating to the use of agricultural land. 

The Council affirms that these requirements must be balanced against the need to 

produce more of our own electricity using renewables and reduce the use of 

imported fossil fuels for electricity generation. 

The Council acknowledges the importance of impartial, balanced, honest, and 

evidence-based debate regarding renewable energy developments and will seek to 

ensure that communities are made aware of all the information regarding renewable 

energy.  The Council will also seek to ensure that any consultations or community 

engagement exercises regarding proposed developments are advertised as widely 

as possible. 

Furthermore, the Council acknowledges the fears of residents who are concerned by 

the possibility of suffering financially (for example through a reduction in the value of 

their property) as the result of any such developments and notes that there is 

currently no statutory right to compensation where such losses can be proven to 

have occurred. The Council therefore resolves to write to the Secretary of State to 

ask that the relevant legislation be amended to provide such a statutory right. 
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